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The Desiree Alliance, BPPP, SWOP-USA and a coalition of sex worker groups in the District of Columbia are seeking applicants to attend the National Sex Worker Leadership Institute that will be held in Washington DC October 25 to 27, 2007. Successful applicants will travel to Washington DC Wednesday October 24 and leave Sunday October 28, 2007. The Institute is an intensive series of classes that will help new and current sex worker leaders understand the law, organize for change, work to change images of sex workers in the media and more. Scholarships are available.
Eligible Applicants

Ideal candidates for the Institute are sex workers who want to go back to their communities with the skills they've learned, and organize their communities to fight for justice. We will also consider applications from allies and advocates who wish to support sex workers in their fight for justice. Successful candidates will indicate that they are committed to attending this intensive training. Spaces are limited to 15 people from around the US with some additional spaces for local DC activists.

Scholarships are for leaders or new activists with priority to people of color, immigrants, gay, lesbian, bisexual or transpeople, people with disabilities, people living with HIV, senior citizens and youth/young adults to support diverse participation in the sex worker rights movement. We will consider people who have experience of sex work-this could mean that you worked as an escort, sex worker, prostitute, street worker, massage worker, exotic dancer, hustler, lived with the support of sugar-daddy or sugar-mama, had sex for housing/food/clothing, had sex for drugs, or had sex to get the money that you needed to survive. 

What the Scholarship Covers

Scholarships may cover travel (such as airfare, local shuttle to airport, train fare, or bus fare) and accommodation.  Scholarships may also include a per diem for living expenses for each day.

How To Send In Your Application

Applications must be received by Friday August 24, 2007. 

You may send your completed application E-Mail or Postal Mail: 

	
	E-Mail:
	institute@bestpracticespolicy.org <OR>

	
	Postal Mail:
	Skytrinia Berkeley. Different Avenues

821 Upshur St, NW, Suite B

Washington, DC 20011


Award Notification

All applicants will hear of the process outcome by Monday September 24, 2007. 

Instructions

Please answer the questions on the next two pages as best you can. There are no wrong answers. Tell us anything you think might be relevant to deciding if you are a leader or representative of a community we are trying to include. 

Application Assistance The Best Practices Policy Project and Different Avenues are offering support in filling out this application. We are available to assist if you need help with your application. You can contact BPPP by emailing institute@bestpracticespolicy.org before August 8, 2007. You can speak to Sky at Different Avenues by emailing skytrinia@differentavenues.org or calling 202/829-2103 before August 8, 2007.

	Name:
	

	NOTE: You can use whatever name you want to apply for the Institute and while attending. However, if you receive a scholarship we will ask for the name that is on your ID if we need to book a flight. ****Don’t have an ID?**** We may be able to help you get one. Please check here _____  if you think you might need help getting an ID for travel. Also there are many ways that we can support people to come that do not require an ID at all!


	Phone Number:
	

	E-Mail:
	


I consider myself to be (place an “X” in all the boxes that you identify with):

	
	Female
	
	Male
	
	Transwoman
	
	Transman
	
	Intersex


	
	Other 
	


My race or ethnicity is: 

	


Describe whether you are black, African-American, Latina/o, white, etc. etc. 

	The language I prefer to use is:
	

	I also speak:
	


I consider myself to be (place an “X” in all the boxes that you identify with):

	
	Gay
	
	Lesbian
	
	Bisexual
	
	Heterosexual / Straight


	
	Other 
	


I consider myself to be a person with disabilities:

	
	Yes

	If Yes, please describe:
	


	In terms of my age, I would describe myself as:
	


Describe whether you are a youth (usually under 24 years), a senior citizen (usually 55+), etc

	In addition you could tell us your age (this is OPTIONAL):
	


I need support for:

	
	Airfare
	
	Train Fare
	
	Bus Fare
	
	Hotel Room


	
	Daily Expenses
	
	Financial support is not needed 


DIRECTIONS for Sections 1 – 4: 

For the next three sections, please answer each question with no more than 150 words. Your answers will not be judged for grammar or writing style. The space provided below will expand to fit your text. If you are filling this out by hand, please use additional sheets of paper as needed. 

(1) Please tell us more about the community you are from, especially noting any sex work experience. Be as specific as you feel you can about your experience in the community and the challenges faced by you and others in your community. If there is some information that you would rather not put in writing for any reason, indicate that you would like a reviewer to call you. We will keep any information you give us confidential. Also remember you can use any name to fill in this form and this will help keep any information you give us at this stage confidential. 

	


(2) Please tell us about any organizing or advocacy experience you have had in your community. For example, do you represent sex workers in any meeting or networks? Include names of organizations or groups that you have worked with. Have you been involved in any campaign for change? Have you worked with other sex workers in your area to improve your lives or working conditions? If you haven’t yet, but would like to, then tell us your thoughts. Remember that we want to give scholarships to new people as well.  

	


(3) Please tell us how you will use the skills learned at the Institute to organize for change in the future. Will you share what you’ve learned with a group in your area? Is there a specific issue or law that you want to organize about?  What else can you tell us about your commitment to rights that might help us decide about your application? Remember, the Institute is intensive and requires a daily commitment to you to learn.

	


(3) OPTIONAL references: If you are finalist for a scholarship we will contact you to provide us the names, email addresses and phone numbers of 2 references who can support your application. This could be another member of the community, a leader of a campaign, someone from an organization. If you would like to give us the name of your references now please list them here. If you would rather wait to hear from us then leave this space blank.

	


THANKS FOR COMPLETING THE APPLICATION. WE WILL CONFIRM THAT WE RECEIVED IT. IF YOU DO NOT RECEIVE A CONFIRMATION FROM US, PLEASE EMAIL INSTITUTE@BESTPRACTICESPOLICY.ORG TO CHECK THAT YOUR APPLICATION WAS RECEIVED.
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